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Empowering STEM Education: Key Outcomes 
from the SOFTEN Project’s Multiplier Events  
The SOFTEN project has made significant strides in fostering the integration of green and soft skills into 
STEM education across Europe. Following the earlier Italian multiplier event, this article highlights the 
outcomes from the project's subsequent multiplier events in Lithuania, Portugal, Finland, and Greece. 

Multiplier Events: Key Milestones 

The multiplier events organized by SOFTEN played a crucial role in disseminating the project's results 
and engaging stakeholders from the education sector and the green economy. These events brought 
together educators, students, sustainability experts, and professionals from the green industry to 
discuss the importance of green soft skills. 

Lithuania - Kaunas University of Technology (KTU) 

KTU hosted a major multiplier event attended by 66 participants, including STEM educators and 
students. The event served as a key milestone in the dissemination pathway, offering insights into the 
project’s goals and showcasing its key deliverables, such as the SOFTEN Framework, MOOC, and 
ePlatform. Discussions centred around the significance of green soft skills in shaping sustainable futures 
for both students and educators. 

Portugal - INOVA+ 

The Portuguese multiplier event was held in Faculdade de Letras da Universidade do Porto. The event 
presented the project´s main results and it also featured three dynamic speakers who addressed the 
pressing need to develop green soft skills: 

• Dr. Pedro Macedo, Ambassador of the European Climate Pact, presented on "How to Navigate the 
Ecological and Climate Tragedy." 

• Dr. Mónica Maia-Mendes, Director of the Training Centre of the Portuguese Society of Ecology, 
discussed "Skills for Active Citizenship." 

• Diogo Abrantes da Silva, also an Ambassador of the European Climate Pact, explored the 
transition "From Consumerism to Degrowth Marketing." 

The event provided a deep dive into how soft skills are critical to addressing environmental challenges 
and how the SOFTEN project can provide the tools necessary for students and teachers to become more 
active contributors towards the green transition by developing their green soft skills. 

Finland - Turku University of Applied Sciences 

In Turku, participants from a variety of backgrounds, including students, sustainability professionals, 
and educators, gathered for a key event. This gathering focused on the importance of green soft skills 
and showcased the project's key resources. Participants from diverse age groups—ranging from 20-year-
old students to 70-year-old professionals—engaged in discussions and shared insights on how to 
cultivate sustainable skills for the green economy. 

Greece - Stimmuli for Social Change 

Held on 30th September 2025 in Thessaloniki, the Greek multiplier event attracted participants from the 
educational and green sectors. The event featured a keynote speech by the co-founder of the initiative 
"Green Skills: Shaping the Future," which emphasized the role of soft skills in addressing today’s 
environmental challenges. The session included presentations on SOFTEN’s results and an open 
discussion, allowing participants to share feedback and insights on the importance of green soft skills in 
STEM education. 
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Project Impact and Feedback 

The multiplier events generated positive feedback from participants, who appreciated the high-quality 
presentations and the opportunity for meaningful exchanges. Attendees praised the event's structure, 
organization, and the relevance of the discussions on green soft skills in STEM education. Many 
participants also emphasized the value of networking and the opportunity to collaborate with experts in 
the field. 

Overall, the events demonstrated the success of the SOFTEN project in raising awareness of green soft 
skills and their integration into STEM education, ultimately supporting students’ preparedness for the 
green economy. 

Conclusion 

The SOFTEN project has made a significant contribution to embedding green soft skills in STEM 
education across Europe. By providing innovative pedagogical tools, offering professional development 
for educators, and fostering collaboration between educational institutions and the green industry, 
SOFTEN is helping to prepare students for the challenges and opportunities of the sustainable, green 
economy. The successful dissemination of the project’s results through various multiplier events is a 
testament to the growing recognition of the importance of soft skills in the transition to a sustainable 
future. 
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